Communication leader ship foster spartnering
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CAMP LEMONIER, Djibouti —
Cooperation among service members
here, outside relief agencies and the
Djiboutian government brought new edu-
cational opportunities to four local
schoolsintimefor World Telecommuni-
cations Day May 17.

More than $35,000 was spent pro-
viding theschoolswith 40 computersin
all. The role of Combined Joint Task-
Horn of Africain the undertaking was
simple—arrangeameeting withtheU.S.
Agency for International Development
and Djibouti Telecom, the government’s
service provider and one of the camp’s
biggest contractsfor outsidetelecommu-
nications.

“He saw dl these parts and brought
them together. He asked to visit with
them, but rotated out,” said Air Force
Col. Randy L. Blaisdell of his
predecessor’s vision to bring together
U.S. AID and Djibouti Telecom.

Blaisdell, CJTF-HOA's communica
tionsdirector, said Air Force Col. David
J. Gruber did hisresearch and laid asolid
foundation before redeploying from Dji-
bouti. Blaisdell said Gruber really wanted
to help further the local community’s
information capabilities, but did not have
adirect way to help. Gruber sought out
the Leland Initiative, U.S. AID’s pro-
gram for bringing the benefits of thein-
formation revolution to the people of
Africa.

Blaisdell followed his predecessor’'s
lead and introduced Lane Smith of the
Leland Initiative, Steve Dorsey, the chief
of party for the U.S. AID Education Pro-
gramin Djibouti, and M. Pierre Durrey,
thedirector general of Djibouti Telecom.

Therelief agencieslooked at some of
the areas CIJTF-HOA had been working
inand from there thetask force stepped
asideand let fate take over.

“They wereprojectswe’ d been work-
ingwith, so that worked out really well,”
sad Blaisdell.

Dorsey met with Omar Chiek, the
owner of Cyber Djibouti and purchased
the computers.

Dorsey said followinga“ miraculous’
72-hour turnaround he and Chiek were
able to deliver the equipment procured
by Cyber Djibouti to the four schools.
He said stickersimprinted with the U.S.
AID sed were applied to the donated
equipment. Thiswould help the students
remember who gavethemthenew learn-
ing tools, but what will haveamore last-
ing impression is the agency’ s generos-
ity.

“We distributed 15 workstations to
Obock, 15 to Ali Sabieh, five to Dikhil
andfiveto Tadjoura,” said Dorsey. “Each
received anetwork printer.”

Along with providing thelocd schools
with computers and a printer they also
got new furniture. Dorsey said since
Dikhil and Tadjouradready had equipped
computer centers, the agency did not de-
liver furniture there. He said air condi-
tioning was installed in Dikhil and ar-
rangementsfor the same are being made
inAli Sabieh.

He said after the equipment was de-
livered and set up at the workstations
teams of Djibouti Telecom technicians
were in each school setting up the net-
works. The network providers set up
unlimited internet connectivity for one
full yeer.

Even in the most rural location the
project was victorious, Dorsey said. He
said he was invited to tour the schools
and share a few remarks with the stu-
dents and parents who gathered around.
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The sign above advertises the World
Telecommunications Day on a street
in Djibouti City. Last month Djibouti
Telecom set up networks at four
schools and provided each with a full
year of unlimited internet connectivity
in celebration of World
Telecommunications Day

“The event was by all accounts a
resounding success. Except for alittle
slowness in the dial-up connection
speed, the students enjoyed the day,”
Dorsey said. “Oneyoung man | over-
heard remarked that he’'d spend days
just sitting there exploring the web if

hecould.”

Dorsey said the new combination li-
brary and computer center at the schools
filledwith bustling, eager studentswhofirst
showed lots of excitement in the demon-
stration room and then even morein the
hands on event which followed.

“In the afternoon, students competed
in a quiz prepared by Telecom and the
winner was ayoung man who was awarded
acell phoneand|[calling card fromthecom-
munications provider],” said Dorsey. “|
personally added to that prize the promise
of arefill phone card onceamonth for the
nextyear.”

The chief of party said he plansto con-
tinue working with all the schools and
hopeseveryoneinvolved continuesto ben-
efit from these and future donations.
Dorsey said many needs in the schools
will have to be addressed including train-
ing, maintenance and supplies.

He attributes the project’s success to
the partners at Djibouti Telecom and the
schools.

Gulf of Aden.

Comicsdotheir duty for troops

“Comics on Duty” comedian, P.J. Walsh, performs his high-energy act for a captive audience of Combined Joint Task
Force-Horn of Africa service members during a show hosted by Armed Forces Entertainment, May 28 at the cantina,
aboard Camp Lemonier, Djibouti. Walsh, along with three other comics, brought laughter to the men and women of the
Armed Forces who are fighting the Global War on Terrorism in the Horn of Africa from Camp Lemonier, located on the
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